Roberts: Sections of Three Months' Abortion improvement was to be expected till the last few weeks of pregnancy and, as a rule, not until after delivery. Regarding the points raised by Dr. Eden, the tachyeardia was present at the very beginning of labour when there was no reason to suppose a cerebral hamorrhage had occurred. It was more probable that the hemorrhage occurred either during the forceps delivery or else at the end of labour when the ftetus suddenly started passing meconium. The note regarding the murmur probably referred to the noise made by the heart-beats running into each other and producing a continuous sound; when over 200 per minute the heart was quite uncountable. In addition to the symptoms, the diagnosis of actual Graves's disease was proved by the pathological findings. The thyroid was regularly enlarged and not cystic. A section was shown with a section of normal ftetal thyroid for comparison and differred from it in the proliferation of the epithelium, the increased height of the epithelium and the presence of slight cell degeneration in patches -all these features were met with in typical sections of an exophthalmic goitre removed from an adult.
Sections of a Three Months' Abortion: Placenta undergoing
Advanced Calcareous Degeneration.
By C. HUBERT ROBERTS, M.D.
THIS was of interest in that calcareous degeneration was very rare in such cases. The placenta was removed from a uterus at the Samaritan Hospital from a woman, aged 43, who had aborted eight days before admission. The placenta was very putrid, and had been retained. Great difficulty was experienced in getting it away, and on examination many parts of it were was found to be very hard. Sections of the placenta were shown under the epidiascope, and it was very evident that advanced calcareous degeneration existed. So hard were some of these areas that they blunted the knife of the microtome. White infarction of the placenta was very marked, and the syncytial layer was almost absent in most of the villi. There was no history of syphilis. The fcetus had apparently perished at about the second month. Possibly such calcareous degeneration might account for the abortion.
